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Urban October: A chance to champion 
affordable Housing Policy for All  

U  
rban October 2017 is a 30 days window of opportunity for the entire World 

to reflect upon pertinent issues regarding urbanization. This dispensation of 

time was officially set off during the World Habitat Day officially celebrated at 

the UN-Habitatôs host city, Nairobi, and replicated in global cities around the 

world. 

With the theme ñHousing Policies: Affordable Homesò, this day was marked with a series of 

events including Urban Breakfasts in Nairobi and Geneva exploring the importance of afforda-

ble housing. There is no better time for various nations to focus on localizing the New Urban 

Agenda, a roadmap that was design to help us achieve sustainable urban development. 

Here at Optiven, we believe that 

this is the time to loop in everyone 

who cares about affordable            

housing for all, especially here in 

Kenya. We believe that the            

provision of affordable housing 

isnôt just the prerogative of the 

Government of the day, but a        

concerted effort whose spirit 

should be embraced by the private 

sector as well. 

In his official statement for the 

day, UN Under-secretary-general 

and also the UN-Habitat Executive 

Director, Dr Joan Clos noted that 

ensuring housing affordability is a 

complex issue of strategic           

importance for development,       

social peace and equality. 

Optivenôs commitment to offer 

affordable housing solutions        

resonates with Closô appeal that 

there is an urgent need to address 

the housing needs in our local   

situations, especially for citizens  

who may not afford high-end homes 

as well as the most vulnerable in 

our society, particularly our women, 

youth and those who live in slums. 

This is a matter that must be of  

priority not only on the global     

development agenda but in Africa 

and by extension, in Kenya as well. 

Indeed, urbanization and housing in 

particular has a far reaching impact 

than its core scope. As we seek to 

promote sound housing policies, we 

also by extension contribute        

positively towards extenuations that 

counter climate change, resilience, 

mobility and energy consumption. 

October then is a singular month of 

exploring and promoting urban 

challenges and solutions and a time 

for all partners and stakeholders 

across board to come together and 

contribute ideas and messages that 

are geared towards promoting inclu-

siveness, safety, resilience and sus-

tainability of all our cities. 

The writer is the CEO of Optiven Group  
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In Photos:  Kitengela Town Clean up  
As Optiven, we believe in Environment Protection by improving the quality of our environment. We are keen on ensuring 
we create a pollution free environment  

With this belief, we partnered with Kajiado County Government and the National Environment Management Authority 
(NEMA) ï Kajiado, who had mobilized over 1, 000 community members in Kitengela to come together and help collect 
plastic bags garbage heaped in the area as part of cleaning up this great, fast-developing town on 18th September. 

Below are photos on what happened during the clean up. 
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Kajiado County Governor Hon. Joseph Ole Lenku with NYS Official during the launch of 
the cleanup 


